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Welcome to another edition of the Facilities Planning newsletter.  The upcoming construction season 
promises to be another busy one at the University with projects that are in design, about to start construction, 
currently underway, or in the completion stages.  As the department responsible for the administration of all 
projects, ranging from minor renovations to entirely new buildings, Facilities Planning provides programming 
and design oversight, in-house design, construction administration, and furniture selection and coordination 
among its range of services.  Following, are some of the projects for which Facilities Planning is providing 
services.     
 
BUSINESS & COMMUNITY SERVICES 
In January 2004, the Waterloo firm of Invision Architecture was selected to begin the planning and design 
process for a new building to house the Business and Community Services program of the College of 
Business Administration.  Business and Community Services is an outreach program of the University and 
includes a number of programs which provide training, technical assistance, and market research for 
businesses as well as economic development assistance for Iowa communities.  UNI currently lacks 
adequate facilities for these programs to provide the level of services needed by companies and 
communities.  The location of the facility is anticipated to be in the vicinity of the Center for Energy and 
Environmental Education which will facilitate an efficient sharing of spaces between the two facilities.  The 
project is being funded through a combination of Federal sources and the Iowa Values Fund.  
 
BUILDING REPAIRS/SPECIAL PROJECTS    
Several buildings will be the focus of ongoing maintenance and repairs this summer. These include painting 
of existing walls and ceilings, replacement of acoustical ceiling tile, painting of the acoustical ceiling grid, 
window washing, installation of new window coverings/blinds, and installation of new carpet/floor coverings. 
 
INNOVATIVE TEACHING & TECHNOLOGY CENTER (EAST GYM RENOVATION) 
Construction bids for the total renovation of the existing 1904 East Gym and the1938 East Gym Pool 
Addition were received on April 27th.  This project will result in a 73,000 square foot Innovative Teaching and 
Technology Center which combines a number of academic departments and programs within one building.  
The exterior and the interior of the buildings are to be completely renovated including mechanical and 
electrical systems.  In addition, the work will encompass removal of the existing pool, a new west entrance, a 
new elevator and stair tower serving both building elements, and construction of a new floor within the 
existing top floor gymnasium volume.  The end result will incorporate technologically state-of-the-art 
classroom, teaching, and educational support spaces while preserving the historically significant architectural 
design and detailing of the structures.  Plans call for construction to start in May of this year with completion 
occurring in late 2005 or early 2006. 

   
 



INTEGRATED STUDENT SERVICES CENTER 
The Integrated Student Services Center, Phase I project in Gilchrist Hall is scheduled for construction 
completion by mid-summer.  Although the purpose of the project is to centralize and consolidate student 
services in Gilchrist Hall, it also entails renovations in several other buildings to accommodate other 
department moves which facilitate the creation of the Integrated Student Services Center.  Once completed, 
the new ISSC will provide a “one-stop” center which will accelerate the development of electronic student 
services and integrate academic, financial, and administrative student services.    
 

 
 
MAUCKER UNION/CENTER FOR MULTICULTURAL EDUCATION RENOVATION/EXPANSION 
The Maucker Union / Center for Multicultural Education Renovation and Expansion project is in the last two 
months of construction.  The general contractor is in the process of reconstructing the south circle drive 
between the Union and Seerley Hall.  Once this work is finished, the south plaza area will also open along 
with the new southeast handicapped accessible entrance.  The interior remodeling and building additions are 
nearly finished with all the areas scheduled for occupancy by the upcoming summer school session.  The 
new Memorial Garden located to the east of the building is taking shape in the form of lawn areas, 
shrubbery, and flower beds.  Arbor seating areas for the Garden are scheduled to be installed this summer 
along with a donor recognition walkway. 

           
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
McCOLLUM SCIENCE HALL ADDITION 
Although some items remain to be completed for the McCollum Science Hall addition, the building’s interior 
spaces are functional and occupied.  The addition includes classrooms, laboratories, and offices for the 
Biology and Chemistry departments and, along with the Greenhouse addition, adds approximately 66,000 
square feet of new space to existing facilities. 

   
 
McLEOD CENTER  
Construction documentation for the new McLeod Center is continuing with plans to receive construction bids 
in September 2004.  The McLeod Center will be a 6,100 seat multi-purpose facility which will provide an 
improved venue for the University’s men’s and women’s basketball, volleyball, and wrestling teams while 
also allowing for performance events and enhanced interactions with the community.  The McLeod Center 
will be located to the south of the UNI-Dome and is being designed for integration with it, additional parking 
areas, and the overall site complex.  The existing UNI-Dome along with the new McLeod Center will be 
known as the UNI Event Complex.  Plans call for a Fall 2004 construction start with completion occurring in 
the Fall of 2006. 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
STUDENT HEALTH CENTER EXPANSION 
Planning and design work for a renovation and expansion of the facilities at the current Student Health 
Center has been completed.  The existing 1961 building facilities are no longer adequate to meet increased 
campus needs and present day standards for medical services.  Existing building spaces are to be fully 
renovated and a new addition will be constructed which will result in a facility having approximately 23,500 
square feet.  The completed project will house an expanded Student Health Clinic as well as a relocated 
Counseling Center and Office of Disability Services.  The project is being funded through student health 
facility fees.  Construction bids for the project work will be received on May 18th.   Student Health will 
temporarily relocate to the first floor of Dancer Hall for the duration of the construction period.   
 

 
 
STREETS/PARKING LOTS 
This summer, construction activity related to streets and parking lots will take place at several locations.  
Reconstruction is scheduled for 27th Street from Hudson Road east to Ohio Street and will be phased so that 
access to Minnesota Street will be available most of the time during the construction period.  Pavement 
replacement on Campus Street near the Visitor Information Center will also be completed. 
Repairs will be made to the walking surface of the Hudson Road pedestrian overpass.  Parking stalls will be 
added on Wisconsin Street near Seerley Hall and along Ohio Street west of the Gallagher Bluedorn 
Performing Arts Center.  A new concrete parking lot is also scheduled to be constructed adjacent to 
Nebraska Street west of the UNI-Dome.  Weather permitting, all of the above stated work will be completed 
prior to the start of the 2004 Fall semester. 
 
TOWERS CENTER IMPROVEMENTS 
Construction for the Towers Dining Center renovation and remodeling project has entered initial finish stages 
and is approximately at the 60% completion mark.  Completion of the lower level kitchen, serving, and dining 
areas is anticipated to occur near the end of June while upper floor improvements, including those in the 
East Lounge and Computer Lab will occur near the end of August.  The building’s traditional dining layout will 
be transformed into a marketplace concept similar to the Redeker Dining Center which was completed in 
2001. 
 
WAYFINDING 
Recently, Facilities Planning was requested to provide a masterplan for improved wayfinding signage on 
campus.  A review and preliminary plan has been submitted to the Cabinet for consideration of 
implementation prior to Fall classes. 
 



WEBSITE (http://www.vpaf.uni.edu/facplan) 
Our website contains a significant amount of information that will help you with questions and give you a 
better understanding of our services and the processes we follow in conjunction with those services.  A 
“Requests” link includes a form to be filled out when requesting Facilities Planning services.  This not only 
facilitates our tracking of projects, but also allows the requesting user to check on the current status of their 
project.  A furniture link has also been included to assist users with regard to acquiring both standard and 
non-standard furniture.  Other links provide information with regard to projects and project procedures, 
design guidelines, and Facilities Planning staff.  We hope this information is helpful in explaining the function 
and ongoing activities of Facilities Planning.  We will update our information periodically to keep you 
informed of our projects and other activities.  If you have any comments or suggestions to enhance the 
information presented, please provide feedback through the website. 
 
MAJOR CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY 
A map of major construction activity can be viewed at the end of this newsletter.  A specific major pedestrian 
disruption will be around the East Gym.  The building perimeter will be surrounded with fencing identifying 
the construction limits. The Contractor entrance to the site is off of 23rd Street through the western portion of 
the Bartlett A parking lot.  Throughout the duration of the project, a portion of the sidewalk within the 
construction limits between Bartlett Hall and Physics will be closed to pedestrian traffic at a location near the 
northwest corner of Physics.  Pedestrian access to the Physics west door (by Elevator) and the east door of 
the Student Services Center shall be maintained for use. 
 
 
Have a safe summer!   
 




